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Simplifying the calculation of safety functions

New version of the PAScal Safety Calculator enables libraries to be imported in Sistema format 

Ostfildern, 29 July 2010 – Not everyone’s a mathematical genius. That’s why, as far as possible, it’s important to simplify the complex calculation of safety functions in accordance with EN ISO 13849-1 and EN/IEC 62061. So Pilz has once again enhanced its PAScal software tool, used to verify the functional safety of machinery. With improved libraries, which store the safety-related characteristic data for all Pilz products, the new version v1.5.0 is even more practice-oriented. It also allows you to import libraries from other manufacturers in Sistema format, the similar software assistant produced by the IFA (Institute for Occupational Safety and Health of the German Social Accident Insurance).
As a result, PAScal can be applied quickly and simply, even across manufacturers. Libraries in PAScal can be updated automatically through the Internet.
To provide optimum support to machine designers, the internal data structure of PAScal has also been adapted.
Several data records for different operating modes can be entered for each component, so it’s no longer necessary to divide them over different library entries. Data records can be based on a particular version, so it’s possible to enter components whose performance data varies during the course of their lifecycle. And components with general fault exclusion can still be incorporated, purely for documentation purposes. Finally it is also possible to choose whether to store components with the necessary values for 
EN ISO 13849-1 or EN/IEC 62061.

Proven in practice

Various features and functions support speedy work practices.
Operation of PAScal is largely graphical and so is simple and intuitive. An automatic check guarantees that any changes to library entries or new libraries are taken into account, even on completed projects. A compact and clear report from PAScal replaces the normally weighty tome. For greater user convenience, the Safety Calculator provides six languages, right down to the libraries. And plenty support is available from Pilz for any questions from users.
Calculations without the headache

The PAScal Safety Calculator calculates the PL (Performance Level) or SIL (Safety Integrity Level) that safety functions on plant and machinery can achieve depending on the components that are used. The result is verified with the required PL from EN ISO 13849 or SIL from EN/IEC 62061. The results are displayed graphically, so it is easy to see how well the required safety level can be achieved at which points and with which components, or where improvements may be necessary.
Characters: 2,731
Download text and screenshots at www.pilz.de. 

For direct access to the corresponding Internet page in the press centre, please go to the homepage www.pilz.com and enter webcode 6583 on the top right-hand side.
Pilz, the company

Currently employing more than 1,300 staff worldwide, Pilz operates internationally as technology leader in automation technology. In this area Pilz is consistently developing a role as a total solutions supplier for safety and control technology. 
In addition to the head office in Germany, Pilz is represented by subsidiaries and branch offices in 24 countries. 
Products include sensor technology, electronic monitoring relays, automation solutions with motion control, safety relays, programmable safety and control systems and an operating and monitoring range. Safe bus systems, an Ethernet system and industrial wireless systems are also available for industrial networking. 
Pilz also provides a comprehensive range of services, including an extensive selection of training courses. The area of consulting and engineering provides a comprehensive, competent service - from plant assessment to risk assessment, through to the safety design and safety sign-off at the customer’s premises.
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