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Automation supplier increases its turnover again in 2013 and invests in head office –
Pilz sets a course for growth
Ostfildern, 28th April 2014 – The Pilz GmbH & Co. KG group of companies based in Ostfildern near Stuttgart has again ended the financial year 2013 with an increase in turnover: turnover increased by 3 percent to 233 million Euro. As a result the complete safe automation supplier is again above the industry average. With currently 1,800 staff, Pilz was also able to record growth of over seven per cent in this area. In the past year the company has also expanded its global presence by opening three new subsidiaries. 

The ground-breaking ceremony for the new Peter Pilz Production and Logistics Centre marks the expansion of the company's headquarters for the Pilz Campus.
"2013 was characterised by volatility for the whole automation sector. So we can be satisfied that we achieved a 3% increase in turnover, from 227 million Euro in 2012 to 233 million Euro in 2013", says Susanne Kunschert, Managing Partner of Pilz GmbH & Co. KG. 

Overall the number of staff at Pilz in 2013 rose by over seven per cent. On 31.12.2013 the group employed 1,807 staff worldwide (number of staff on 31.12.2012: 1,684). 890 of these were employed in Germany on 31.12.2013. At the year end, 800 staff were employed directly at the site in Ostfildern. "We want to continue growing and employ more staff" says Susanne Kunschert. Around 90 additional posts are planned for the current year, particularly in hardware and software development. 

In 2013, new subsidiaries were founded in Canada, Taiwan and the Czech Republic, bringing the number of subsidiaries in the Pilz Group to 31. In the last financial year, Pilz’s exports amounted to 68.2 per cent. That's an increase of 0.4 per cent over 2012. 

New plants in Germany and China 

"China is an important market for us in Asia. Increasing safety awareness and convergence towards European standards provide excellent prospects for us", says Renate Pilz, Chair of the Board of Pilz GmbH & Co. KG. Pilz is currently building its own production site in the Chinese city of Jintan, which will enable it to supply customers in the Asian market more quickly. 

At the same time, Pilz is expanding its capacities at its headquarters in Ostfildern, with a new production and logistics centre. The ground-breaking ceremony on the 28 April marked the start of building work on the Peter Pilz Production and Logistics Centre, which will later be incorporated into a self-contained area, the Pilz Campus. 

It will take around a year to build; the floor space of the building covers 15,000 m². The building is being constructed to the latest standards and findings in terms of energy efficiency, noise protection and logistics procedures. The aim for the new building is make production and production-related processes even more efficient. The level of investment for both plants in Germany and China amounts to around 25 million Euro in total. 

Optimistic for 2014 
The company has had an optimistic start to the current financial year. According to Susanne Kunschert: "If the forecasts for the economy are correct, then we are convinced that we can improve again on our economic result of last year." 
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Pilz is building the Peter Pilz Production and Logistics Centre at its headquarters in Ostfildern. The official ground-breaking ceremony marks the start of building work.
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Pilz, the company
Currently employing more than 1,800 staff members in 31 countries, globally, Pilz is a leader in automation technology. From the head office in Germany Pilz is continuously and consistently developing complete solutions for safety and control technology. 
Products include sensor technology, electronic monitoring relays, automation solutions with motion control, safety relays, programmable safety and control systems and an operating and monitoring range. Safe bus systems, Ethernet systems and industrial wireless systems are also available for industrial networking. 
In addition to products, Pilz provides a comprehensive range of consulting and engineering services - from plant assessment to risk assessment, through to system implementation and safety sign-off at the customer’s premises. Ongoing training courses are designed and delivered by expert trainers with the customer’s specific needs in mind.
Contact in the subsidiaries:

	Australia:

Don Gherashe

Telephone: +61 3 95446300

E-Mail: safety@pilz.com.au

	Great Britain:

Natasha Sephton-Pike

Telephone: +44 1536 460766

E-Mail: marketing@pilz.co.uk


	India:

Shivani Handoo

Telephone: +91 (0) 20 2421399

E-Mail: s.handoo@pilz.in 


	Ireland:

Yvonne McNamara

Telephone: +353 21 4346535

E-Mail: y.mcnamara@pilz.ie



USA and Canada:

Felicia Caponi

Telephone: +1 734 354-0211

E-Mail: f.caponi@pilzusa.com
Contact for the Pilz Group:

	Martin Kurth
	Sabine Karrer

	Corporate and Technical Press

Telephone: +49 711 3409-158 

E-Mail: m.kurth@pilz.de

	Technical Press 

Telephone: +49 711 3409-7009 
E-Mail: s.skaletz-karrer@pilz.de



